Greenbelt Quiet Communion

Simple Order of Service and Song Sheet

Opening prayers and lighting of a candle

Song — | dream of a church
Words © 1994 Hope Publishing Company by Kate Compston
Tune: Bard of Armagh

| dream of a church that joins in with God's laughing

as she rocks in her rapture enjoying her art:

she's glad of her world, in its risking and growing:

‘tis the child she has borne and holds close to her heart.

| dream of a church that joins in with God's weeping

as she crouches, weighed down by the sorrow she sees:
she cries for the hostile, the cold and no hoping,

for she bears in herself our despair and disease.

| dream of a church that joins in with God's dancing
as she moves like the wind and the wave and the fire:
a church that can pick up its skirts, pirouetting,

with the steps that can signal God's deepest desire.

| dream of a church that joins in with God's loving

as she bends to embrace the unlovely and lost,

a church that can free, by its sharing and daring,

the imprisoned and poor, and then shoulder the cost.

God, make us a church that joins in with your living,
as you cherish and challenge, rein in and release,



a church that is winsome, impassioned, inspiring:
lioness of your justice, and lamb of your peace.

Words of reflection and confession

We offer ourselves afresh to you:
Inspire, enlarge and energise us
That now, and always,

Our lives may serve

As a sign of yours.

The first Reading is from Exodus, Chapter 3, verses 1 to 5.

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the
priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness and
came to Mount Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed.
Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight
and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw
that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the
bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here | am.” Then he said,
“Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the
place on which you are standing is holy ground.”

The gospel reading is from Matthew, Chapter 16, verses 21 to
28.

Hear the Holy Gospel of Jesus according to Matthew
All: Our hearts and minds are open.

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands



of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on
the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen
to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!
You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow

me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what
will they give in return for their life?

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been

done. Truly | tell you, there are some standing here who will not
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.”

The Gospel of Jesus.
All: Thanks be to God.

Poem: They didn’t kill him for being nice.
Written and performed by James Hutchinson-Ferguson

Reflection: Miranda Threlfall-Holmes
Affirmation of Faith:

We believe in God, who made the sun and sky, the stars and
sea, who calls us to live responsibly.



We believe in Jesus Christ,

who became human

who healed the sick

who talked to children

who made friends with sinners.

He burned brightly and offended many.

His journey was one of life and death and resurrection.
His light continues to shine in darkness.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
who inspires the scriptures
and whose breath we breathe.

We believe that God calls us to be a community
committed to one another
offering a welcome to everyone.

We believe that God calls us to be peacemakers
workers for justice, siblings

a light for our world.

Amen.

Intercessions
The Peace

Minister:  God makes peace within us: Let us claim it.
God makes peace between us: Let us share it.
The peace of God be with you all

All: and also with you.



Please share the peace with those around you as you feel
comfortable, mindful that different people are comfortable with
different levels of touch.

Song by Bernadette Farrell based on Psalm 139

O God, you search me and you know me,
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze.
When | walk or lie down you are before me,
Ever the maker and keeper of my days.

You know my resting and my rising

you discern my purpose from afar,

and with love everlasting you besiege me,
in every moment of life or death you are.

Before a word is on my tongue Lord,

you have known its meaning through and through,
you are with me beyond my understanding,

God of my present, my past and future too.

Although your Spirit is upon me,

still | search for shelter from your light.
There is nowhere on earth | can escape you:
even the darkness is radiant in your sight.

For you created me and shaped me,

gave me life within my mother’s womb,

for the wonder of who | am, | praise you,:
safe in your hands, all creation is made new.

Eucharistic Prayer



God is here
The spirit is with us

Lift up your hearts
We lift them up to God

Let us give thanks to the God of all.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

...the song of your praise:
We sing twice:

Holy, holy, holy,

my heart, my heart adores you!
My Heart is glad to say the words,
‘You are holy, Lord’.

...Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

The Lord’s Prayer (feel free to use whichever version or
language you prefer)

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come, your will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,



As we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Now and for ever.

Amen.

Invitation to communion

Let a steward know if you need communion to be brought to
you.
The wine is non-alcoholic and the wafers gluten-free.

First communion song:
We Draw Near written and performed by Martin Fuller

We draw near close to you

Lord we remember, what you went through

You’re body was broken, you’re blood was shed
We take these holy gifts, in your presence we share

As we gather at your table,

Your spirit fills us with your love

You saved us from our sin and suffering
We are restored to life with you

We sing a song of praise to you

We break the bread, we share the wine
Send down your holy spirit, fill us with new life
For Christ you have risen, and you’ll come again



For you are our great high priest, and with this world we will
share!

As we gather at your table,

Your spirit fills us with your love

You saved us from our sin and suffering
We are restored to life with you

We sing a song of praise to you

Angels and Archangels

All of heaven and earth, proclaim your glory
Holy, holy, Lord Almighty

Praises sing, to Christ our King

As we gather at your table,

Your spirit fills us with your love

You saved us from our sin and suffering
We are restored to life with you

We sing a song of praise to you

Father of all, we give you thanks

You met us in Christ your son, and you brought us home
This bread we have broken, this cup we have shared

We live in the hope you bring, and its your freedom we
share.

Second communion song:
Take my life, and let it be

consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days,



let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands, and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;

take my feet, and let them be

swift and beautiful for thee.

Take my will, and make it thine:

it shall be no longer mine;

take my heart: it is thine own;

it shall be thy royal throne.

Take my love; my Lord, | pour
at thy feet its treasure-store;
take myself, and | will be
ever, only, all for thee.

Post Communion Prayer
Song — by June Boyce-Tillman to the tune of Londonderry Air

We shall go out with hope of resurrection;

we shall go out, from strength to strength go on;
we shall go out and tell our stories boldly;

tales of a love that will not let us go.

We’ll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted;
we’ll dream our dreams of hurts that can be healed;
we’ll weave a cloth of all the world united

within the vision of new life who sets us free.

We’ll give a voice to those who have not spoken;
we’ll find the words for those who lips are sealed;



we’ll make the tunes for those who sing no longer,
expressive love alive in every heart.

We’ll share our joy with those who are still weeping,
raise hymns of strength for hearts that break in grief,
we’ll leap and dance the resurrection story

including all in circles of our love

Blessing

Dismissal



